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E-FILED 

Karl Morell 
Of Counsel 

kmorell@balljanik.com 

Ms. Victoria Rutson 
Chief, Office of Environmentai Analysis 
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20423-0001 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 478X); BNSF Railway 
Company —Abandonment Exemption - In Cass County, North 
Dakota 

Dear Ms. Rutson: 

Enclosed for filing In STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 478X) is a 
copies of BNSF Railway Company's Environmental and Historic 
Reports. 

BNSF anticipates filing a Notice of Exemption seeking authority to 
abandon the 7.40-mile rail line in approximately three weeks. 

Sincerely, .incereiy, ^ _ 

Karl Morell 
Of Counsel 

KM:mjl 
Enclosure 
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BNSF RAILWAY CO.MPANY 
2650 Lou Menk Drive 
P.O. Box 96157 
Fort Worth. TX 76161-0057 
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General Attorney 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REI*ORT 

t4<>C.F.R.8 1105.71 

(I) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Descrihe the proposed action, including 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rait line and other 
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed 
action. Include a readable, detailed me^ and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") pmposes to abandon the 7.40mile rail line located 

between Milepost 68.10. at Arthur, and Mileposi 75.50, at Hunter, in Ca."is County, North 

Dakota (the "Line"). A map of the pmject urea is attached as Exhibit A. 

}iNSF!s salvage process as it relates to this pmject is as follows: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal ofthe rails, ties, and bridges. The 

railroad right-of-way, balla.st and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the 

use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right-of-way. the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches .ind any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next the wooden ties are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum 

dismption of ground material. The ties are separated into three groups as follows: (1) 

g(x)d quality ties that will be re-u.sed in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties Chat will be 

sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded imo 

raiicars and -shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing 

waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required lo limit 
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their activities to the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or other material in 

water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, 

waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 

Fmally, road crossings are tvmoved and remediated, then repaved with gravel, a.sphalt or 

concrete, as required by goveming autiiority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always perfonmed by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Bach salvage contract includes 

detailed infonnation on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the 

Office of Environmental Analysis ("OEA") and imposed by the Surface Tran.sporiaiion 

Board C'STB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected by a 

BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to ensure compliance with BNSF standards of 

quality and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no local traffic since prior to October, 2005. The Line is stub-ended 

and, therefore, not capable of handling overhead traffic. Because of the lack of traffic on 

the Line, only very limited maintenance has been performed on the Une for some lime. 

Therefore, the proposed abandonment will have no impact on rail freight operations and 

maintenance practices on Ihe Une. 

'ITie only altemative to abandonment would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

opponunity costs from salvaging Ihe Line. 

(2) Transportation .System Describe the effect ofthe proposed action on regional 
or local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger 
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or freight) that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of 
the proposed action. 

'ITiere will be no pas.senger or freight traffic diverted to other transportation sy.stems as a 

result of the proposed abandonment. There has been no local or overliead traffic on this 

line since prior to October, 2005 and Ihe line has been embargoed since that time. 

(3) Land Use 

(i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies 
and/or review of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, 
state whether the proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. 
Describe any inconsistencies. 

The proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. BNSF contacted 

the City of Arthur, Community Hall, the Hunter City Hall, and the Cass County, 

Planning Office. 

Mr. Steven Perry, Mayor of the City of Arthur, ND. replied in an e-mail dated 

September 13, 2011, stating that the City of Arthur has no objections to the 

abandonment. A copy ofthe e-mail is attached as Exhibit B. Mr. Tim Solberg, 

Cass County Planner, replied in a letter dated September 9,2011, stating that the 

proposed abandonment is consistent with the adopted 2005 Cass County 

Comprehensive Plan, A copy of the letter is attached as Exhibit C. Hunter City 

Hall has not commented as of the date of this report. A copy of the letter is 

attached as Exhibit 1). 

(ii) Based on consultation with the U.S, Soil Conservation Service, state the 
effect ofthe proposed action on any prime agriculture land. 

BNSF does not believe that the prt)pt)sed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

on prime agriculture land. BNSF sent a letter to the North Dakota NRCS State 
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Ofticc, Natural Rcsourees Conservation Seivice. Mr. Jerome M. Schaar, Slate 

Soil Scicntist/MO 7 leader, replied in a letter dated August 30, 2011, slating 

"Your proijosed project appears to be within the existing railmad right-of-way; 

therefore, F'PPA (Farmland Protection Policy Act) has previously been addressed 

and no further action is requireil." A copy oflhe letter is attached as Exhibit E. 

(iii) If any action affects land or water uses within a designated coastal zone, 
include the coastal zone information required by § 1105.9. 

Not applicable. 

(iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-
of-way is suitable for altemative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and 
expliun why. 

The proposed abandonment may be suitable for altemative public use. BNSF 

contacted the City of Arthur, Community Hall, the Hunter City Hall, and the Cass 

County, Planning Office. BNSF currendy iniend.s to railbank the Line. 

(4) Energy 

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy 
resources. 

The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy 

resources. 

(ii) Describe the effect ofthe proposed action on recyclable commodities. 

The proposed abandonmenl will not adversely affect the movement or recovery of 

recyclable commotlities. 

(iii) State whether the proposed action will result in an increase or decrease 
in overall energy efficiency and explain why. 

SfB DiKkel AB-6 (Siilf. .\n.'iTJtX> 



The proposed action will not result in an increa.se or decrease in overall energy 

efficiency as there has been no tniffic on the line since prior to Oclober, 2005. 

(iv) If the proposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage 
of more than: 

(A) 1,000 rail carloads a year, ttr 

(B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of 
the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in the energy 
consumption and show the data and methodology used to arrive at the 
figure given. 

'Vhe proposed abandonment will not result in a diversion of rail to motor carnage. 

(S) Air 

(i) If the proposed action will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross 
ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a day on any 
segment ofthe tine affected by the proposal, or 

(B) an increase in railyard activity of at least 100 percent (measured by 
carload activity), or 

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent ofthe 
average daily trqffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, 
quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. 

The pmposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the .specified 

thresholds for increased rail or tmck traffic as outlined in (i) (A), (B) or (C) 

above. 

(ii) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonaitainment area under the 
Clean Air Act, and will result in either: 

(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in 
gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least three trains a day on 
any segment of rail line, 

(B) an increase in railyard activity of at least 20 percent (measured 
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by carload activity), or 

(C) an average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of 
the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, 
then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the 
parameters established by State Implementation Plan. However, for a 
rail construction under 49 U.S.C. § 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § lOSOS) or a 
case involving the reinstitution of service over a previously abandoned 
line, only the three irain a day threshold in this item shall apply. 

Hie proposed action will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified 

thresholds in (ii) (A), (8) or (C) above. 

(iii) If the transportation of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen 
oxide and Freon) is contemplated, identify: the materials and quantity; the 
frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the 
applicant's safety record (to the extent availtUfle) oa derailments, accidents and 
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; emd the likelihood of an 
accidental release of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or 
derailment. 

The proposed abandonment will not affect the Iransportation of ozone depicting 

materials. 

(6) Noise If any of the thresholds identified in item (.5) (i) of this section are 
surpassed, state whether the proposed action will cause: 

(i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three decibels IMn or more; or 

(ii) an increase to a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so, identify 
sensitive receptors (e.g. schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement 
communities and nursing homes) in Ihe project area and quantify the noise 
increase for these receptors if the thresholds are surpassed. 

Not applicable. 

(7) SafStl 

(i) Describe any effects ofthe proposed action on public health and safety 
(including vehicle delay time at railroad crossings). 

This abandonment should have no adverse effect on health or public safely. 
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There are three (3) private at-grade crossings and thirteen (13) public at-grade 

crossings on the Line. 

(ii) If hazardous materials are expected to be transported, identify: the 

materials and quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are being 

transported that, if mixed, could react to fortn more hazardous compounds; 

safety practices (including any speed restrictions); the applicant's safety record 

(to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the 

contingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and the likelihood of and 

accidental release of hazardous materials. 

The abandomnent will not resull in the transportation of hazardous materials. 

(iii) If there are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have 
been known hazardous material spills im the right-of-way, identify the location 
of those sites and the types of hazardous materials involved. 

There are no known hazaidous waste sites or sites where there have been known 

hazardous material spills on the right-of-way. 

(8) Biotoeical Resources 

(i) Based on consultation with the US. Fish and WildUfe Service, state 
whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or 
threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe 
the effects. 

BNSF does not believe that the proposed abandonment will have an adverse effect 

nn endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habiiat. 

BNSF contacted the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Mountain-Prairie Region, in 

reference to this proposed abandonment. Mr. Jeffrey K. Towner, Field 
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Super\'isor, replied on August 30, 2011, that lhe pmject as described will have no 

bignificant impact on fish and wildlife resources. .No endangered or threatened 

species are known to occupy the project area. A copy of the letter is attached a.<i 

Exhibit F. 

(ii) State whether wildlife sanctuaries or refuges. National or State parks or 
forests will he affected, and describe any effects. 

BNSF does not believe that any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State 

parks or forests will be adversely affected by the pmposed abandonment. By 

letters dated August 18, 2011. BNSF contacted the U.S. Department of the 

Interior, Bureau of Land Management (North Dakota Field Office), and the U.S. 

Departmeni of the Interior, National Park Seivice in reference to the proposed 

abandonment. As of the date of ihis Environmental Report, neither agency has 

responded to our inquiries. Copies ofthe letters are attached as Exhibit G. 

(9) Water 

(i) Based on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether 
the proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, SttUe or local water 
quality standards. Describe any inconsistencies. 

Hy letter dated August 18. 2011. BNSF contacted the North Dakota State Water 

Commission ("NDSWC"). .Mr. Urry Knudtson. Research Analyst for NDSWC 

replied on September 23. 2011. According to Mr. KnudLson the proposed action 

will not affect an identified floodplain, all waste material associated with the 

project must be disposed of pmperiy, and no .sole-source aquifers have been 

designated in North Dakota. A copy of the reply is attached as Exhibit IT. By e-

mail dated September 1, 2011, Kmilio Llamozas, with the U.S. Envimnmental 
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Protection Agency, Region 8. responded that a Section 402 pemiit would be 

required if stormwater discharges from constmction activities disturb one or more 

acres. Ilic e-mail is attached as Exhibit I. 

07) Based on consultation with the U.S. Artny Corps of Engineers, state 
whether permits under Section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) 
are required for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 
100-year flood plains will be affected. Describe the effects. 

BNSF is confident Ihat no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be 

adversely affected by the pmposed abandonment. By letter dated August 18, 

2011, BNSF contacted the Sl. Paul District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

in reference to the pmposed abandonment. As of the date of this Envimnmental 

Report, the Corps has not responded to our inquiry. A copy of the letter is 

attached as Exhibit J. According to Mr. Knudtson of NDSWC. the Line is not 

located in a floodplain. See Exhibit II. 

(iii) State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act (33 
U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action. (Applicants should contact 
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency or the state environmental 
protection or equivalent agency if they are unsure whether such permits twe 
required). 

According to Mr. Knudtson of NDSWC, all waste material associated with the 

pmject mu.st be disposed of pmperiy and no sole-source aquifers have been 

designated in North Dakota. .\ copy oflhe reply is attached as Exhibit H. By e-

mail dated September 1, 2011. Hmilio Llamozas, with the U.S. Envimnmental 

Protection Agency, Region 8, responded that a Section 402 i)emiit would be 

required if stomiwater discharges from constmction activities disturb one or more 

acres. The e-mail is attached as Exhibit I. 
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(10) Proposed .Mitieation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate. 

BNSF docs not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed 

abandonment and, rhereforc, .sees no need fbr any mitigating actit)ns. BNSF will, of 

course, consult (as required) with any recipients of this [:nvin}nniental Repon regarding 

appropriate mitigation actions and will comply wilh those mitigation actions t^uircd by 

the Board. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

149 C.F.R. <i 1105.8> 

(t) Proposed Action and Altematives. Describe the proposed action, iitctuding 
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other 
structures that may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or 
maintenance practices. Also describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed 
action. Include a readable, detailed map and drawings clearly delineating the project. 

BNSF Railway Company rBNSF") proposes to abandon the 7.40-mile rail line ltx:ated 

between Milepost 68,10 at Arthur and Milepost 75.50 at Hunter in Cass County, North 

Dakota (the "Line"). 

BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project is as follows: 

The pmposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties, and bridges. The 

railroad right-of-way. ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. With the 

use of specialized machineiy placed on Ihe railroad right-of-way, the rails and related 

steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other metal parts) are removed. 

Next the wooden tics are raised from the ballast with a tool designed for minimum 

disruption of ground material. The lies are .separated into three groups as follows: (1) 

good quality lies that will be re-used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be 

.sold to lumber dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap tics. Scrap ties are loaded into 

raiicars and shipped hy BNSF to an F.PA-approved disposal site. 

The culvens, ballast and right-of-way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing 

waterilows along lhe line. Tn addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to limit 



their activities lo the width of the right-of-way and not to place fills or olher material in 

water bodies, including inland waterways. When the salvage process is complete, 

waterflows in lhe area should not be disnipled. 

Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, asphalt or 

concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also dismantled and 

removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail material 

salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. F.ach salvage contract includes 

detailed information on any environmental or historical conditions recommended by the 

Office of Envimnmental Analysis ("OEA") and imposed by the Surface Transportation 

Board ("STB") in the final decision. Completed work is independently inspected hy a 

BNSF roadmaster (or equal representJitive) lo ensure compliance with BNSF standards of 

quality and all contractual obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

The Line has had no local traffic since prior to October, 2005. The Line is stub-ended 

and, therefore, not capable of handling overhead traffic. Becau.se of the lack of traffic on 

the Line, only very limited maintenance has been perfomied on the Line for some time. 

Therefore, the proposed abandonmenl will have no impact on rail freight (.>penitii)ns and 

maintenance practices on the Line. 

The only altemative to abandonmenl would be to not abandon the Line and forego the 

opportunity costs from salvaging lhe Line. 
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HISTORIC REPORT 

/. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or an alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently 
detailed to show buildings and other structures in (he vicinity ofthe proposed action) 
showing the location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate 
dimensions of railroad stmctures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the 
proposed action. 

The required topographic map is attached to this Re|)ort as Exhihit .\. 

2. A written description ofthe right-of-way (including approximate widths, to the extent 
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics ofthe surrounding 
area 

llie subject Line extends approximately 7.40 miles from Milcposl 68.10 at Arthur to 

Milepost 75.50 at Hunter in Cass County, North Dakota. The average width ofthe right-of-way 

is generally 100 feet across, 50 feet on each side uf the cenleriine ofthe Line, in mral areas and 

widens to 200 feet in station grounds. There are federally granted rights of way involved. 

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad 
structures on the property that are SO years old or older and of the itnmediately 
surrounding area. 

There arc three bridges on the Line. They are as follows: 

1) Milepost 70.00 - 28' long, 6' high, open pile trestle, built in 1955 (drainage ditch) 
2) Milepost 73.60 - 28' long, 6' high, open pile trestle, built in 1945 (drainage ditch) 
3) Miiepost 74.80 - 152' long. 18' high, open pile trestle, built in 1955 (Elm River) 

See Exhibit K, attached photographs. 

4. The date(s) of construction ofthe stmcture(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major 
alterations, to the extent such infomiation is known. 

There are three bridges on the Line. They are as follows: 

1) Milepost 70.00 - 28' long, 6' high, open pile trestle, built In 1955 (drainage ditch) 
2) Milepost 73.60 - 28' long. 6' high, open pile trestle, built in 1945 (drainage ditch) 
3) Milepost 74.80 - 152' long, 18' high, open pile trestle, built In 1955 (Elm River) 



See Exhibit K, attached photographs. 

.̂ . A brief narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of 
what, if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action. 

On May 23. 1879, the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba Railway Company 

("SPMM") was incorporated by Special .Act of Minnesota Legislature, On November 1. 

1907. SPMM sold the Line to the Great Northern Railway Company <"0N"). In 1970. GN 

merged with Northem Pacific Railway Company, Pacific Coast Railroad Ctmipany and 

Chicago, Buriington & Quincy Railroad Company to become Buriington Northern Inc. The 

latter changed its name to Buriington Northem Railroad Company ("BNRR") in 1981. 

BNRR merged with The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 1996 to 

become The Burlington Northem and Santa Fe Railway Company, which name was 

changed to BNSF Railway Company in 2005. 

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering 
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a stmcture that is found to be historic. 

Documents in BNSF's possession conceming this abandonment may include alignment 

maps showing the righl-of-way and/or station maps. These documents are too large for practical 

reproduction in this report, but can be furnished upon request, if ihey arc available. 

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to 
whether the .site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register 
of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological 
resources or any other previously unknown historic properties in the project area, and 
the basis for these opinions (including any consultations with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, local historical societies or universities). 



BNSF contacKxl the State Historical Society of North Dakota ("SHPO") in refcrciKe to 

the pmposed abandonment. By letter dated August 25, 2011. Mcrlan E. Paaverud, Jr., State 

Historic Pre.ser\'ation Officer (North Dakota) stated, "We do not know of any stmctures eligible 

for listing in the National Register of Historic Places along this segment." Tlie letter is attached 

as Exhibit L. 

8. ,4 description (based on readily available information in Ihe railroad's possession) of 
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, environmental conditions 
(naturally occurring or manmade) Ihat might affect the archeological recovery of 
resources (such as swampy conditions or the presence of toxic wastes), and Ihe 
surrounding terrain. 

'I1ie Line was disturiied during original conslruction by cuts and fill and any 

archaeological resources that may have been located in the proposed project area would 

have been affected at that time. Our reconls du not indicate any envimnmental conditions 

that miglit affect the archaei)logical recovery of resources. 

9. Within 30 days of receipt ofthe historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer 
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad 
owned properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to Ihe railroad right-of-
way: photographs of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad 
right-of-way (or other public rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written 
description of any previously discovered archeological sites, identifying the location 
and type ofthe site (i.e. prehistoric or native American). 

If any addhionai information is requested, BNSF will patmptly supply the necessary 

information. 
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Sims, John A 

From: 
Sent: 
To; 
Subject: 

.Stovon PoMv <-sperry*9iirih!jrt~rjnf>nni(}S.com> 
Tuosday, Seplemlwr 13. 2011 7:50 AM 
Sims, John A 
Ra/lroad abardonment in Arthur. ND 

Dojr Mr Sims-

Tli(« City of Arthur has no objections to the dbandonmenl. The City was wondering what will happen to the ownership of 
tne abandon line. If you could let us know th<it would he •ipprcciatcd. 

Thank you for informing us on this matter. 

Sincerely 

Steven Perry 
IVtayor 
City of Arthur.ND 
'?01-371-5413 
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Dvin Mr Si m.s: 

In rcsponsu iti the iihovo rcfeicnccd letter from yinir office: dated Aujjusl IS, 
2011 iltc pioposcd ulKiiidoiinioiit is cun.sistont with (he ndoptixl 20O5 Oiss 
Qniiily Coniprchciisivc PIHII. I wouUI however n<ne th.il in clisciib.sjons 
with thi: N'oith Diikolii l)i;p;ii(iiieiil ol" niiiispt>i);uiiiii(Nn DOT) l-iiryo 
Disliicl Office l-iiiiiincui. .\!i Rob VVnllon. i: w:is brouijln »p tlwl she Sl.itc 
lliyliwny Euliaceiit to lhis pmii^hud ,tl>!iiuk)nineni docs nut luivu iick-<|iiiilc 
likjlu of way Iti jv:a)niniodn)c propci diiiiiMgu. riuMcloiu I wovdd 
rcooniiiiciul thiU {lisciissioiis with tho NO DO'V lake pliKe prit>r to iho 
iibandonniynl process. 

l-iiithci'iiiorc iit C(uisc(|uaicu ofthis lL*tter, I have been coi)t:iete(l by :i locil 
group tbiit IS iiUui'cstcd in options tli.it may csisl for developing thi.s mil line 
into u ti'iiii. Tiicy are in ihc pioec.ss orie.st':ii'cliiiig ihcse options ;iiut would 
like Ih.il lo be known nt tins time. 

i hank you for the oppoiuinily to con^ineiii, if you have ;niy I'tirllia 
iluc:.lion.s pli.:ii;iL' feci free to COIIILICI me ;il V()l-2').S-J.n.') or 
solbergl'tiL'.isscuuiilynd.jiov. 

Sineeiely, 

7 ^ ~ / ? J^'^^':i-2. 
: . ' - : : : > ' -

rim Solberg 
t'li-is Couniy i'laiincr 

• i o t i .MtJfi.Mm. Aiihiii I'.iil lliuiil ),i.iiii IViiMin <',!..'.'.ii.hiN ! i!̂ -< M\ ISKII 'A.IIII'II. M X l r l l l.ti;.>i< 
. j i . l r i j l l:ll |liu. 'i 'r 

II L'l l.'-.l »• ' .• l l . ' 

http://tli.it




f 9A / l i n ^A) r John A. Stmsi CP 

t.«iv Ocpsmiie/if 

BNSF Ra l lwoy Can>pany 
?$ao Lou Menk DiKr* - AOB 3 
Fort V/orth. Tews ?013I-7K8 

I d a i 7-^52.7376 
r t * 4I7-1S2-73B7 

Email -J[)hn.slinSiSl>ii9r can 

August 18, 2011 

Hunter City Hall 
116 Mam St 
Hunter, ND 58048 

Ra: SJB Docket No. AB-e (Sub-No. 478X) BNSF Railway Company-
Abandonmstit Exemption - In Cass County, North Dakota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 7.40 miles of rail iine in Cass Counly, North Dakota, 
beginning at Milepost 68.10 in Arthur and ending at the end of the line at Milepost 75.50 
in Hunter. 

As part of the environmental repoil, BNSF is required to contact you to determine if the 
proposed abandonment ts consistent with existing land use plans. If applicable, please 
describe any inconsistencies. 

Your assessment and commenis are respectfully requested. For your reference a map 
of the subject railroad line Is enclosed. Please provide your response to ine at the 
address above, if at ail possible, by Sepiember 16, 2011. You may contact me by entail 
or phone wilh any questions or concerns. Thank you in advance for your lime and 
contribution. 

Sincerely, 

iohn A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - cour(nev.estes@bnsf.coin 
Karl Moiell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorelkaibillD.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF susan odom(S?bnsf.com 
Mark Notion - BNSF -niark.norton^bnsf.com 

http://kmorelkaibillD.com




Unl tc i l S t i i i vs Dc| i . i r l i i ioMl n f A| ; r i ( i i l t« i ro 

O-NRCS 
Naliirai Resources Conservation Service 
P.O Box 1458 
BlsmarcK, NO 58502-1458 

August 30, 2011 

John A. Sims 
BNSK Railway Company 
2500 Lou Menk Drive - AOIJ-3 
Fort Woiih. Texas 76131-2828 

RP.: STB Docket No. A»-6 (Sub-No. 47XX) RNSF Railway Company 
Abandonment lixcmption - in (̂ ass County, North Dakota 

Dear Mr, Sims: 

Ti»e Natuial Resourees Conservation .Service (NRCS) ha.s reviewed your letter dated 
August 18. 2011, regarding .thandoning 7.40 miles of rait line in Cass County. North D:ikota. 

NRCS ha.s a major responsibility with the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) in 
documenting conversion of farmland (i.e., pritnc, .statewide, and loeal importance) to 
non-agricultural use when federal funding is used. Your proposed project appcar.s lo be within 
the existing railroad right-of-way; ihcrclbic, l-PPA has previously been juldrcssed ami no fuilhcr 
."tction i.l required. 

If you have additional qiie.stions pertaining to FI'PA, picasc contact Steve .Sieler, State Soil 
Liaison, at (701) 5.30-2019. 

»Sincerely, 

(imiOMKM, SCIIAAR 
State Soil ScicnIisl/MO 7 Lender 

Help ing Poopio Help Hm LmiO 

IVI Cpwti OjiporlbC I f l*to.ftMr ano C^npiOfOr 





ffA/liV/ty John A. S h i i i , CP 
.°»r»rB|J«* 
t.aiv 0«pi)fb)Knl 

BNSF Rol lway Cam| iany 
:sao Lau Mmk nrive ~ AOB-} 
Fort Won*!. Iotas 70131 2S2II 
M ei7-3S2-2376 
bx 8l7-362-23«7 

Etiail • io^ll.Sln1S®l)nD' cam 

August 18, 2011 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Mountain-Prairie Region 
134 Union Blvd. 
Lakewood, CO 80228 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 478X) BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - In Cass County, North Dakota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in a few weeks a Nolice of 
Exemption seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in Ihe above-
referenced docket to abandon 7.40 miles of rail line in Cass County, North Dakota, 
beginning at Milepost 68.10 in Arthur and ending at the end ofthe line at Mileposi 75.50 
in Hunter. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not 
there are any endangered or threatened species, wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, or 
areas designated as critical habitat adjacent to or near the line, and 2) if so, what effects 
the proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference 1 have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and bridges; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track materials or rails. 
With the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated Into three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used In rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping, and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into raiicars 
and shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the prevailing 
waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are required to 
limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to place fills or olher 
material in water bodies, including Iniand waterways. When the salvage process 
is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved wilh gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
material salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on-any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
ensure compliance wilh BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, If applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by JB'^pt^ffil^fCt^VSOll' -Yo" fnay contact me by email or phone with any 
questions or concerns.' 

Thank you in advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - courtnev.estes(a)bnsf.com 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmQralliSblHD.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF gusan odomtabnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.nortQn@bnsf.com 

U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SnRVlCK 

ECOLOGICAL SF.RVICF.S 
NDt-IELDOM-ICE 

Project «& (le«crit>ed will hove no significant 
impact on fish anil wiltllife rcsourcei, No 

endangered or tiireatened species are known 
10 oc«,upy the project arta. II- PROJF.C X 

ilUSKJN CHANGES ARF. MADK, Pt.FASE 
SUBMITI'LANS I-OR RtVIHW, 

< M ^ J ! ^ 
0«e K'flitfyK. I owner 

mailto:mark.nortQn@bnsf.com




i f l 
R A / l i V A r John A. Slni$, CP 

iaivCeitiMnia.-l 

BNSP Railway Company 
25O0 Lou Mtnk Diwe - A08-3 
FortWortn, i"8<8s (e'31-2328 
Uil 8t7-jS2-a37S 
Ux 817-393-j3«7 

ftmul - ^ n aln'si^bnel t,aa\ 

August 18, 2011 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land l̂ /lanagenient 
North Dakota Field Office 
99 23"" Avenue West. Suite A 
Dickinson, ND 58601 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 478X) BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - in Cass County, North Dakota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing In a few weeks a Notice of 
Exempiion seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 7.40 miles of rail line in Cass Counly, North Dakota, 
beginning at Milepost 68.10 in Arthur and ending at the end of the line at Milepost 75.50 
In Hunter. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs lo know: 1) v;helher or not 
there are any endangered or threatened species, wildlife sanctuaiies or refuges, or 
areas designated as critical habitat adjacent to or near the line, and 2) if so, what effects 
the proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference I have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as tt relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and bridges; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place. 

The salvage process begins with the unbolting of the track tnatenais or rails. 
With the use of specialized machiiiery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden lies are raised from among the 
ballast viTith a tool designed fcr ininimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as foiicvas: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping aiid (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into raiicars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing watertlows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage coniractors are 
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not tc place 
fills or other material in water bodies, including inland watenA^ays. When the 
salvage process Is complete, waterflov/s in the area should not be disrupted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved wilh gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
niaterial salvagers and is generaliy bid on the open maricet. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmentai or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
ensure compliance with BfylSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me al Ihe address above, if at ati 
possible, by September 16. 2011. You may contact me by email or phone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you :r\ advance for your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

Q i . ^ ^ 
^o\\n A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Esles - BNSF - courtnev.este5@bnsf.com 
Kart Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorelHabillP.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF susan odom@bnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.norton@bnsf.com 

mailto:courtnev.este5@bnsf.com
http://kmorelHabillP.com
mailto:odom@bnsf.com
mailto:mark.norton@bnsf.com


/ iA / l lA^Ar JohnA-Slmc, CP 
.'>aM^̂ J<̂  
i.j',v Oifanmnl 

BNSP Railway Company 
.'600IQU Mer.K 0"ve - AOB) 
'wtwww. r««as7ftiai aazB 
»i ai7-MI2176 
f j i 81J.3S2-IJ97 
tniiill - John slin!i'^ii»r cam 

August 18, 2011 

Mr. Errie Quintana, Regional Director 
U.S, Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
601 Riverfront Drive 
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 478X} BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - In Cass County, North Dakota 

BNSF Railway Co.mpany ('BNSF") anticipates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
Exempiion seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in the above-
referenced docket to abandon 7.40 miles of rail line In Cass County, North Dakota, 
beginning at Milepost 68 10 in Arthur and ending at Iha end of the line at Milepost 75.50 
in Hunter. 

As part of the requisite environmental report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whelher or not 
there are any wildlife sanctuaries or Nationai or State parks or forests adjacent to or near 
the line, and 2) if so, what effects the proposed action may have on same. 

For your reference i have enclosed a map of the subject railroad line. Following is 
infonnation on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and bridges; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain In place. 

The salvage process begins with the uiibolting of the track materials or rails. 
With tha use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, the 
rails and related steel (angle bars, tie plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed, Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast wilh a tool designed for minimum disruption of ground material. The ties 
are separated into three groups as follows; (1) good quality ties that will be re
used in rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties thai will be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into raiicars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal site. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as not to alter the 
prevailing watertlows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are 
required to limit their activities to the width of the right of way and not to place 
fills or other material in water bodies, including Iniand waterways. When the 
salvage process is complete, waterflows in the area should not be disrupted. 



Finally, road crossings are removed and remediated, then repaved with gravel, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by governing authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

BNSF salvage work for abandonments is always performed by experienced rail 
matenai salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface fransportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
unsure conipliance willi BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligations, including STB-impcscd conditions, if applicable. 

Piease provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if al all 
possible, by September 16, 2011. You may contact me by email or phone with any 
questions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance lor your time and contribution. 

Sincerely, 

John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as stated 

cc via email: Courtney Estes - BNSF - courtnev.estes(S^bnsf.com 
Karl Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorell@billp.com 
Susan Odom - BNSF susan odom@bnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark norton@bn3f.com 

mailto:kmorell@billp.com
mailto:odom@bnsf.com
mailto:norton@bn3f.com
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North Dakota State Water Commission 
•>XIIA;,I iKiiJi f.vA»ii)AVi,Nur. oti"'.'7n • rir.kwm'u. M'ii,'nrv,KniA fiiiMMU'wi 

/i'\ y'e-yif'M • im;'.)\-n9A-'j:,i»j • IJVX.'OI .i;-!* 't-ifj • N'rHN! iMiii|)/'sivTKi.,-oy 

Scptfuiljei 2.V20II 

lohn .Sjin^ 
MNSIRiulw.iv 
2.̂ 1 )0 1,011 Vk-jik D n v e - AOH \ 
Ion Woiil), IX 76rU 2S28 

IX'ai Mr .Sims: 

This LS in icmponse to your icc|Uf.sl lor review of rnvivoMiui'iUiii impncls ;i'>\oci;uctl with ttvL" .S'l'U Docket 
No. .\\\-Ct (S!II>-NL)-I7S.\) IJ.N.Sr Rfiilwriy {'Diiipnny. Aliiiiidonniciu (AcmpmMi • Cnss ('»mnl> Nl). 

The pi()|>i)Sed project hiin been reviewed l)y State Water Coniinis.<iii)n .stiifl and Ihc rollowintj coniiiieiii.s 
.tie piTJVHlctt; 

- I'hc pio|>ei'ty is not located in tin Kleiititied floodplnin itiid il IN iKlicved the ptojcct will IUM 
ntrect III) identified lloodplaiii 

h is the res|H)nsihilily ot Ihc piojecl sjxMisor to onsiirc thiii kK"il, .<it:iic .md Ifdeia] n^cncios .\IL-
coniiielcd i'or iisiy ie<|iiired iipprovnls. pciiniU. iiixl casemuiits. 

All wasic mniciial ussoeialed willi tlie ;;rojccl must be disposed of iJiopoily :iiid tiol |j|iicfd in 
idemitied Hoodway .ircus. 

No .SDIL--souice .u|iiifcis have been designated in ND. 

nicie aie nouihcr concerns assoeialal witli ihis proiecl ili.u ntlcel Slate Water <•oiiiiiiissitjii or State 
Ivngmeei legul.itoiy lesponMijilities. 

Tliank yoii foi ihe oppoilimily lo provide review conunenijs. If yon l«i\e any cniesiion>.. jjlca"se call me al 
128-.t%9. 

Sinceiel V, 

: J u ^ ^ J ^ ^ 
l.iiriy KniidlscHi 
keseuich Aimlysl 

IJK:diJ/1570 

;.V i<i..\i i ivi. ' i- '. '.OV R;.-<;I( f( iri 'v.'ii.t) -i 
i.MAiHMA'i :;f i ,n! lAiv/^JM-'irATi i-riniMij.M 



Sims, John A 

From: Liamozas.Emilto^epamail.epa.cjov 
Sent: Thursday, September 01. 2011 12:56 PM 
To: Sims, John A 
Cc: EJrachl. Gary D.; Oconnor Darcy^epamail apa.gov; Clark Ainy@epi3nia'l.spa gov 
Subject: Ra: SID Docket No AB-6 (Sub-No. •̂ JdX) BNSF Railwny Company - Atiariftonment 

Extiinplion - in Cass County, Noith I^akoln 
Attachmonts: Do<.;uniont.pd> 

John, 

Per our telephone conversation on August 31, 2011,1 am writing lo 
Answer the fjues'Jon In your letter received by EPA Region 8 on August 
24,2011. In your lelter you ask v,fhether or not a Section 402 National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit is required for 
performa.ice of railroad salvage activity by BNSF Railway Company in Cass 
County, North Dakota. 

Stormw<-)ter discharges from construction activities (such as clearing, 
grading, exc.nvating, and stockpiling) that disturb one or more acres, or 
smaller silos that are part of a larger common plan of development or 
sale, are .'egulated under the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) slormwater program. Prior to discharging stormwater. 
construction operators must obtain coverage under a NPDES Stormwater 
Cooitruction General Permit (GGP). Thp CGP requires compliance with 
•iffluent limits and other permit requirements, such as the development 
of a stomiwater pollution pieveittton pian (SWPPP). Construction 
operators intending to seek coverage under a CGP must submit a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) certifying Ihat they have met the permit's eligibility 
conditions and that they will comply with the permit's effluent limits 
and other requirements. To submit the NOI, the operator should contact 
the appropriate pern>itting authority which in this case, is the Slate of 
North Dakota Department of Health. 

The NPDES Program Manager for Norlh Dakota Department of Health is Gary 
Bracht. He can be reached at 701-328-5227 or by email at ebrachtgand.gov. 

The address for North Dakota Department of Health is: 

918 I:. Divide Ave., 4tb floor 
Bismarck, ND S8501 

I am cc: Gary Qracht in this email and attaching a copy of your letter. 

Please feci froo to give me a call if you have additional questions. 

Thanks, 



Finilio Llamozas 
1303) 312-6407 phone 
(3C3) 312-7202 fny 
To report an environmef>tai violation, piease visit LPA's website at 
'I'JlJ:://www tiiJii Kov/'complidnco/'conioljints/index hlnil 
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/ f A / l W A r John A. Slmi, CP 

.'VatoifM 
DNSF Itsltway Cumpany 
2iD(l I ou Menk 0.iv« - ACB 3 

fill! II17-3S2-2397 

E întj - John siiiKsQtinar con 

August 18,2011 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
St. Paul District 
180 5''' St. East 
Suite 700 
St. Paul. MN 55101-1678 

Re; STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub-No. 47SX) BNSF Railway Company -
Abandonment Exemption - In Cass County, North Dakota 

BNSF Railway Company ("BNSF") anticipates filing in a few weeks a Notice of 
Exetnptlon seeking Surface Transportation Board ("STB") authority in tha above-
referenced docket to abandon 7 40 miles of rail line in Cass County, North Dakota, 
beginning at Milepost 68.10 In Arthur and ending at the end of the line at Milepost 75.50 
in Hunter. 

Ae part ofthe requisite environmenlal report, BNSF needs to know: 1) whether or not 
Section 404 permits will be required for the performance of salvage activity, and 2} if the 
proposed abandonment will affect any 100-year floodplains or any designated wetlands. 
Your assessment and commenis are respectfully requested. In addition, if it is your 
determinalion that floodplains will be affected please furnish, if available, 8!4" x 11" black 
and white maps of each designated floodplain area. Please note: BNSF does not 
anticipate any potential Impacts to waters of the U.S. as a result ofthe proposed 
abandonment. 

For your reference a map of the subject railroad line is enclosed. Following is 
information on BNSF's salvage process as it relates to this project that should also be of 
use: 

The proposed abandonment will include the removal of the rails, ties and bridges; 
however, the railroad right of way, ballast and culverts will remain in place 

The salvage process begins v/ith the unbolting ofthe track materials or rails. 
Wilh the use of specialized machinery placed on the railroad right of way, tite 
rails and related steel (angle bars, Ile plates, spikes, switches and any other 
metal parts) are removed. Next the wooden ties are raised from among the 
ballast with a tool designed for ininimum dismpfion of ground material. The ties 
are separated irtto three groups as follows: (1) good quality ties that will be re
used In rail service, (2) landscape-quality ties that wili be re-sold to lumber 
dealers for landscaping and (3) scrap ties. Scrap ties are loaded into raiicars and 
shipped by BNSF to an EPA-approved disposal !>ite. 

The culverts, ballast and right of way will remain intact so as net lo alter the 
prevailing waterflows along the line. In addition, BNSF salvage contractors are 
required to limit their acliviiies to the width of the right of way and not to place 



fills or other material in water bodies, includirtg inland waterways. When the 
salvage process is complete, waterflows In the area should not be disrupted. 
Finally, road crossings are removed and remed'ated, then repaved wilh giavei, 
asphalt or concrete, as required by govern.ng authority. Any signals are also 
dismantled and removed. 

9NSF salvage work for abandonments is afways performed by experienced rail 
n-iatenal salvagers and is generally bid on the open market. Each salvage 
contract includes detailed information on any environmental or historical 
conditions recommended by the Office of Environmental Analysis and imposed 
by the Surface Transportation Board in their final decision. Completed work is 
independently inspected by a BNSF roadmaster (or equal representative) to 
ensure compliance with BNSF standards of quality and all contractual 
obligaiions, including STB-imposed conditions, if applicable. 

Please provide your assessment and comments to me at the address above, if at all 
possible, by September 18. 2011. You may contact me by email or phone with any 
queslions or concerns. 

Thank you in advance for your lime and contnbution. 

Sincerely, 

<John A. Sims, CP 
Paralegal 

Enclosure as slated 

cc via email' Courtney Estes - BNSF - courtnev.este3@bnsf com 
Kari Morell - Ball Janik LLP - kmorellObillp com 
Susan Odom - BNSF siisan.odom@bnsf.com 
Mark Norton - BNSF - mark.nortontfi?bnsf.CQiTi 

mailto:siisan.odom@bnsf.com
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Aii|ii)sc2S, 2011 

Mr. John A Sim.s C.V 
BNSF Railway Company 
2500 I^u Menk Drive - AO»-3 
Fort Worth TX 76131-2828 

ND SHPO Ref.t 11-2496 SID Docket No. AR6 (Sub No. 478X) BNSF 
Kailway Company Abandonnunt Exemption Hunti>r to Arthur, MP 75.50 to 
68.10 in portions of [T143N R52W Sections 13, 14, 23-26, 35, 36 and r i42N 
RS2W Sections 1, 2, 11-14, 23-26] Cass County, North Dakota 

Dear Mr. Sims, 

Wt: rt:ceived ND SHPO Ref.;l 1-24% STB Docket Ntx AB.6 (Sub No. 47SX) 
BNSl' Railway Cl̂ ompany Abandonment Eixcmprion Hunter to Arthur, MP 
75.SO ro 68.10 in portions of (T143N R52W Scction.s 13, 14, 23-26, 35, 36 and 
'ri42N R52W Sections 1, 2, 11-14, 23-261 Cass C:oiinty, North Dakota. We do 
not know of any .structures eligible for listing in rhe National Register of Hi.stortc 
Places along rhi,s segment. 

Thank yHit for the upponiinity ro review this action to date. Wc look forward ro 
review of the historic report on this actioit. Please include the ND SI IPO 
[lefctence ntiniher li.<>teil above in further correspottdcncc lor this specific 
project. If yt;u have any questions please contact Susan QiiinncU at (701) 328-
3576, or Jijiiiniirllfri^iul >iu\ 

Merlan k Paaverud, Jr. 
State I listoric Prestirvation (.IfTlcer 
(North Dakota) 
and 
Directfjr, State Historical Society of Notth Dakota 

North Oakola Heritage Center • 612 East Boulevanl Avenue. Bismarck, ND S8S0S-0830 • Phona: 701-326-2886 • Fax: 701-328-3710 
Email: hislsoc®nd.gov • Web site: liMe '̂l?isloryrjjl ajiv • TTY: 1-800-366-6888 

http://nd.gov

